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Cities and Towns in Beaverhead County

Dell Dillon Glen Grant Jackson

Lima Monida Polaris Wisdom Wise River

The most current county-by-county information can be found in our quarterly

publication Employment and Labor Force Trends. And most of our information

is on the Internet at http://rad.dli.state.mt.us/. In addition, we'll do our best to

provide information in accessible format, on request, in compliance with the

Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Beaverhead County

Located in southwestern Montana, Beaverhead County is Montana's

24th most populous with 9,202 residents, according to the 2000 Census.

Dillon, the county seat, is the state's 19th largest city with a population

of 3,752. It's also home to The University of Montana Western. Accord-

ing to the Montana Almanac, by authors Andrea Merrill and Judy

Jacobson, the county was established in 1 865 and is the largest county in

terms of area. The authors say the county name is from the Shoshone,

after a rock formation shaped like a beaver's head along the Beaverhead

River, 12 miles southwest ofTwin Bridges. Bannack, a gold mining town,

was the county seat until it was changed to Dillon in 1 88 1 . According to

the authors, Montana's sheep industry originated in Beaverhead County

and the county's also home to the Big Hole River, famous for its blue-

ribbon trout fishing.

According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, median income for

Beaverhead County households in 1997 was $29,796. The county is

5,572.3 square miles in area; 5,542.6 square miles in land area and 29.7 in

inland water area.

County residents experience the four distinct seasons. According to the

Western Regional Climate Center, the average daily low in Dillon (airport

readings) in January between 1961 and 1990 was 1 1.2 degrees above zero.

The average daily high in July was 82.7 degrees above. The annual

precipitation during the same period was 10.21 inches. The growing

season was from June 1 to Sept. 1 1 (last and first frost).

Beaverhead County Population

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Annual Average Labor Force For Beaverhead County



1998 New Businesses by Industry

Beaverhead County

Due to a change in computer software, we're not able to publish current information

As soon as we're able to get updated numbers for new and changed

ownership businesses, we'll begin publishing the information

SIC

Code* Industry

»of

New
Busi-

nesses

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

2

2

2

15 General Building Contractors

79 Amusement & Recreation Services

59 Miscellaneous Retail Trade

58 Eating & Drinking Places

1

7

Special Trade Contractors

73 Business Services

86 Membership Organizations

02 Agricultural Production-Livestock & Animal Specialties

47 Transportation Services

50 Durable Goods-Wholesale Trade

16 Heavy Construction other than Building Construction-Contractors

24 Lumber & Wood Products, Except Furniture

14 Mining & Quarrying of Nonmetallic Minerals, Except Fuels

42 Trucking-Warehousing

48 Communications

55 Auto Dealers-Gasoline Service Stations

70 Hotels. Rooming Houses, Camps & Other Lodging Places

65 Real Estate

56 Apparel & Accessory Stores

07 Agricultural Services

83 Social Services

80 Health Services

72 Personal Services

88 Private Households

Total 43

Source: Montana Department of Labor & Industry, Research & Analysis Bureau

'SIC Code: standard Industrial Classification Code.

New businesses registered witti the Unemployment Insurance Program.

Does not include businesses which had a change in ownership

Top 10 Private Employers In Beaverhead County

Listed In Alphabetical Order

Barrett Memorial IHospltal

Barretts Minerals Inc.

Best lA/estern Paradise Inn

Great Harvest Bread

Maverick Ski Company

McDonald's of Dillon

Parkview Acres Care & Rehabilitation Center

R E Miller & Sons

Safeway

State Bank & Trust

Source: Montana Department of Labor & Industry. Research & Analysis Bureau

First Quarter 2001 Unemployment Insurance Information

This list includes ONLY private industry employers subject to Unemployment Insurance Railroads and city, county.

state and federal government agencies (including public school distncts and universities) are excluded
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